~ The Direful Swamp Fight

respect and thankfulnesse to the sayed souldiers, doe with one consent and
freely, give and grant unto so many souldiers as were in the service at the
direful swamp fight, twelve acors of land; and eight acors of land to so many
souldiers 'as were in the next considerable service; and fowre acors to those
souldiers as were in the next considerable service.

Norwalk men who fought in the Great Swamp Fight were John
Roach, Daniel Benedict, John Crampton, Thomas Gregory, and
James Jupp. Future Ridgefield proprietors were Thomas Hyatt,
Samuel Keeler, John Belden, Jonathan Stevens, Jonathan Abbott,
and Joseph Platt. Technically the first four mentioned were first
Proprietors, Jonathan Abbott and Joseph Platt “after-proprietors.”

These men, joined by others, made up the twenty-five
Proprietors who came to found the town of Ridgefield.






